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“Disabled Upon Arrival reaches into new territory, bringing in detailed and 
pathbreaking discussions of the connections between photography, race, disability, 
representation, nationality, im/migration, contagion, and movement. It is beautiful, 
original, relevant, and needed.”

— M A RG A R E T  P R I C E , author of Mad at School: Rhetorics of 
Mental Disability and Academic Life 

“Beautifully written, sometimes almost poetic, and yet strongly argumentative. This is 
by far the best work on the subject of eugenics and immigration.” 

— S U S A N  S C H W EI K , author of The Ugly Laws: Disability in Public

In North America, immigration has never 
been about immigration.That was true in the early 
twentieth century when anti-immigrant rhetoric led to draconian crackdowns 
on the movement of bodies, and it is true today as new measures seek to con-
struct migrants as dangerous and undesirable. This premise forms the crux of Jay 
Timothy Dolmage’s new book Disabled Upon Arrival: Eugenics, Immigration, and 
the Construction of Race and Disability, a compelling examination of the spaces, 
technologies, and discourses of immigration restriction during the peak period of 
North American immigration in the early twentieth century.
 Through careful archival research and consideration of the larger ideologies 
of racialization and xenophobia, Disabled Upon Arrival links anti-immigration 
rhetoric to eugenics—the flawed “science” of controlling human population based 
on racist and ableist ideas about bodily values. Dolmage casts an enlightening 
perspective on immigration restriction, showing how eugenic ideas about the value 
of bodies have never really gone away and revealing how such ideas and attitudes 
continue to cast groups and individuals as disabled upon arrival.

JAY TIMOTHY DOLMAGE is Associate Professor of English at the University of 
Waterloo and author of the award-winning book Disability Rhetoric.
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